
 [insert name of municipal corporation]
BYLAW NUMBER
A bylaw of the [City/Town/Village/Charter Community/Hamlet/Community Government of _____________________] in the Northwest Territories to continue the fire department and regulate the provision of fire protection services 
[if a City/Town/Village insert the following:]
WHEREAS pursuant to the Cities, Towns and Villages Act, S.N.W.T., 2003, c. 22, as amended, including sections 3, 4, 58, 59, 70, 72, 144-149, 151 and 152, a council of a municipal corporation may pass by-laws for the prevention or extinguishing of fires, the preservation of life and property and the protection of persons from injury or death by fire; 
[if a Charter Community insert the following:]
WHEREAS pursuant to the Charter Communities Act, S.N.W.T., 2003, c. 22, as amended, including sections 3, 4, 62, 63, 74, 76, 148-153, 155 and 156, a council of a municipal corporation may pass by-laws for the prevention or extinguishing of fires, the preservation of life and property and the protection of persons from injury or death by fire;

[if a Hamlet insert the following:]
WHEREAS pursuant to the Hamlets Act, S.N.W.T., 2003, c. 22, as amended, including sections 3, 4, 60, 61, 72, 74, 146-151, 153 and 154, a council of a municipal corporation may pass by-laws for the prevention or extinguishing of fires, the preservation of life and property and the protection of persons from injury or death by fire;

[if a Tlicho Charter Community insert the following:]
WHEREAS pursuant to the Tlicho Government Act, S.N.W.T., 2004, c.7, as amended, including sections 6, 57, 58, 66, 68, 139-145, 147 and 148, a council of a municipal corporation may pass by-laws for the prevention or extinguishing of fires, the preservation of life and property and the protection of persons from injury or death by fire;

WHEREAS, the Council for the [insert name of municipal corporation] deems it desirable and in the public interest to continue the Fire Department and regulate the duties and responsibilities of the Fire Department, 

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the [insert name of municipal corporation], at a meeting duly assembled, enacts as follows:

PART 1 - INTERPRETATION

SHORT TITLE
1 This Bylaw may be cited as the “Fire Protection Bylaw”. 

DEFINITIONS
2 In this bylaw:

(a) “Apparatus” means any vehicle provided with machinery or Equipment for Fire Protection as well as vehicles used to transport Members;
(b) “Council” means the Council of the [insert name of municipal corporation];
(c) “Equipment” means any tools, contrivances, devices, materials or supplies used by the Fire Department to combat an Incident or other emergency;
(d) “Deputy Fire Chief” means the Member designated by the Fire Chief as second in command to act in the place of the Fire Chief in the Fire Chief’s absence or incapacity;

(e) “Fire Chief” means the Member of the Fire Department appointed by Council, as head of the Fire Department;
(f) “Fire Department” means the [insert name of Fire Department], a department of the [insert name of municipal corporation];
(g) “Fire Protection” means all aspects of fire safety including but not limited to fire prevention, firefighting or suppression, pre-fire planning, fire investigation, public education and information, training or other staff development;
(h) “Fire Prevention Act” means the Fire Prevention Act, R.S.N.W.T. 1988, c-F-6, as amended;
(i) “Incident Command” means the Fire Chief, or in their absence the Deputy Fire Chief, or in the absence of the Deputy Fire Chief, the highest ranking Member who first arrives at the scene of an Incident;

(j) “Incident” means a fire or a situation where a fire or explosion is imminent and includes assistance, response and other circumstances that may be requested by other legal entities;
(k) “Member” means those volunteer firefighters on record of the Fire Department and includes Officers unless the context requires otherwise;
(l) “Officer” means a Member who is assigned an appointment of authority by the Fire Chief from time to time in the Fire Department, such as Deputy Fire Chief, Captain, Training Officer, Safety Officer; 
(m) “Peace Officer” means a peace officer as defined in the Summary Conviction Procedures Act, R.S.N.W.T. 1988, c. S-15, as amended;
(n) “Senior Administrative Officer” or “SAO” means the senior administrative officer appointed by Council, by bylaw. 

PART 2 - FIRE DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP and AUTHORITY
3 The [insert name of fire department] is hereby continued as a department of the [insert name of municipal corporation] to provide Fire Protection within the municipality.
4 Council shall appoint a Fire Chief as the head of the Fire Department. 
5 The appointment of the Fire Chief shall be reviewed annually by Council. 
6 The Fire Chief shall report to Council through the office of the SAO.

7 The Fire Department shall comprise the Fire Chief, at least one Deputy Fire Chief and such number of Officers and Members as from time to time may be deemed necessary.
8 The Fire Department shall be organized and resourced and shall operate in accordance with the annual budget approved by Council.

9 The limits of the jurisdiction of the Fire Chief, the Officers and Members of the Fire Department will extend to the area and boundaries of the municipality.  The Fire Department shall not respond to a call with respect to a fire or other emergency beyond the limits of this jurisdiction without: 

(a) the express authorization of a written contract or agreement providing for the supply of firefighting assistance and response services outside the established boundaries, or
(b) the approval of Council.
10 The Fire Department shall provide Fire Protection at a level of service that is directly related to the resources assigned to the Fire Department and the Members’ level of training and capacity, as set out in Schedule “A” attached to and forming part of this Bylaw. 
PART 3 - DUTIES and POWERS of the FIRE CHIEF
11 The Fire Chief is responsible to the Council for the proper administration and operation of the Fire Department and is under the general direction of the SAO.

12 Subject to Section 12, the Fire Chief has complete authority over and responsibility for the Fire Department and all Members shall obey the directions, standing orders and standard operating procedures as issued by or through the Fire Chief.
13 The Fire Chief shall appoint at least one Deputy Fire Chief and may appoint other Officers, from time to time, to address specific tasks or assignments as deemed required by the Fire Department.

14 The Fire Chief may appoint any qualified person as a Member, subject to the recruitment policies adopted by Council.

15 The Fire Chief shall develop and publish policies, standard operating procedures, rules and regulations necessary for the proper organization and administration of the Fire Department, including but not limited to:  
(a) the use, care and protection of Fire Department Apparatus, Equipment and property,

(b) the conduct of Members, and
(c) the efficient operations of the Fire Department. 
16 The Fire Chief shall periodically review the policies and procedures of the Fire Department and may establish an advisory committee consisting of such Members as may be determined from time to time to assist with the review.
17 The Fire Chief shall:

(a)  take appropriate measures for the prevention, control and extinguishment of fires and for the protection of life and property, in accordance with the level of service prescribed in Schedule “A” of this Bylaw, 
(b) exercise the powers and duties of a local assistant to the Fire Marshall imposed by the Fire Prevention Act;

(c) establish a training program and provide training in accordance with the training program for all Members in those aspects of Fire Protection required to meet the level of service prescribed in Schedule “A” of this Bylaw; 
(d) maintain accurate training records for all Members; 
(e) assign duties of each Member commensurate with their level of training and capacity; 
(f) develop and administer fire prevention and public fire safety education programs; and
(g) ensure all Apparatus, Equipment, buildings and other property of the Fire Department are regularly inspected, maintained and kept in good repair; and

(h) maintain accurate maintenance records for all Apparatus. Equipment, buildings and other property of the Fire Department.

18 The Fire Chief may delegate any of the Fire Chief’s powers, functions and duties to an Officer or other Member of the Fire Department.

19 The Fire Chief shall provide:
(a) Monthly Reports for the SAO detailing Fire Department response activity, community education, equipment inspections and any other matter in the manner designated by the SAO; 
(b) Quarterly Reports for Council on the operations of the Fire Department in the manner designated by Council;

(c) An Annual Report for the SAO, no later than March 1st of each year, including a summary of all Fire Protection activities for the preceding year, a complete inventory of equipment, an estimate of all maintenance and capital expenditures which will be required during the year for Fire Protection and recommendations for any improvement in the Fire Protection system. 

PART 4 – INCIDENT COMMAND

20 The Fire Chief or, in their absence, the senior-ranking Officer or Member present at an Incident, shall have control, direction and management of all Fire Department Apparatus, Equipment and personnel assigned to the Incident and, where a Member is in charge, they shall continue to act until relieved by a senior-ranking Officer. 

21 Subject to the approved level of service prescribed in Schedule “A”, the Fire Chief, or the Member in charge at an Incident, is empowered during an Incident to:

(a) enter, pass through or over buildings or property and to cause Members and the Apparatus and Equipment of the Fire Department to enter or pass through or over buildings or property, as they deem necessary in order to gain access to, combat, control or cope with the Incident or to protect any person or property;

(b) cause a building, structure or thing to be pulled down, demolished or otherwise removed if they deem it necessary to prevent the spread of fire to other buildings, structures or things;

(c) request persons who are not Members to assist in whatever manner deemed necessary to deal with the Incident, including guarding, securing, and in demolishing a building or structure at or near the fire or other Incident; 

(d) commandeer privately-owned equipment or vehicles while responding to an Incident or emergency condition; and

(e) establish boundaries or limits and keep persons from entering the area within the prescribed boundaries or limits unless authorized to enter by the Fire Chief, or the Member in charge at an Incident.
22 No person shall enter the boundaries or limits of an area prescribed in accordance with Section 21(e) unless that person has been authorized to enter by the Fire Chief or the Member in charge at an Incident. 
23 The Fire Chief, or the Member in charge at an Incident, may request a Peace Officers to enforce restrictions on persons entering within the boundaries or limits outlined in Section 21(e). 
PART 6 - OFFENCES
24 No person shall falsely represent themselves as a Member of the Fire Department.
25 No person shall maliciously or intentionally turn in or cause to be turned in a false alarm.
26 Except as authorized under this Bylaw, no person who is not a Member shall enter into any premises where Apparatus or Equipment are housed, or shall handle or use any Apparatus or Equipment.
27 No person shall enter the boundaries or limits of an area prescribed in accordance with this Bylaw unless that person has been authorized to enter by the Fire Chief or the Member in charge of the Incident.
28 Except in the event of a fire alarm or practice drill, no Apparatus or Equipment shall be removed from the Fire Hall without the knowledge and permission of the Fire Chief.
29 No person shall damage, destroy, obstruct, impede or hinder the operation of any Fire Department Apparatus or Equipment. 
30 No person at an Incident shall drive a vehicle over any Equipment without permission of the Fire Chief or the Member in charge at an Incident. 
31 No person shall obstruct or otherwise interfere with access roads or streets or other approaches to any Incident, fire hydrant, cistern or body of water designated for firefighting purposes.
PART 7 - ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES
32 A person who contravenes any provision of this Bylaw is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction:

(a) In the case of a corporation, to a fine not exceeding $10,000, and
(b) In the case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding $2,000, or to imprisonment for a term of not more than six months in default of payment of the fine. 
33 A Peace Officer may issue a ticket in the form of prescribed by the Summary Conviction Procedures Act, R.S.N.W.T. 1988, c. S-15, as amended to any person who violates a provision of this Bylaw and such person may, in lieu of prosecution, pay to the [insert name of municipal corporation] a voluntary penalty as set out in Schedule “B” attached to and forming part of this Bylaw, prior to the court date specified on the ticket.

PART 8 - GENERAL
34 Every provision of this Bylaw is independent of all other provisions and it is the intention of Council that if any provision of this Bylaw is declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, all other provisions of this Bylaw shall remain valid and enforceable.
35 This Bylaw repeals the following bylaws: [insert name and number of any existing bylaws that are repealed and replaced by this Bylaw, if applicable]. 
36 This Bylaw shall come into force and effect when it receives third reading and is duly signed and sealed.

Read a First time this ______________________.

Read a Second time this ____________________.

Read a Third and Final time this ____________________.

__________________________________

________________________________

[if a City/Town/Village insert the following:]
As per Section 75(1)(d) of the Cities, Towns and Villages Act, I hereby certify that this bylaw has been made in accordance with the requirements of Cities, Towns and Villages Act, and the bylaws of the [insert name of municipal corporation]. 

[if a Charter Community insert the following:]
As per Section 79(1)(d) of the Charter Communities Act, I hereby certify that this bylaw has been made in accordance with the requirements of Charter Communities Act, and the bylaws of the [insert name of municipality]. 

[if a Hamlet insert the following:]
As per Section 77(1)(d) of the Hamlets Act, I hereby certify that this bylaw has been made in accordance with the requirements of Hamlets Act, and the bylaws of the [insert name of municipal corporation]. 

[if a Tlicho Charter Community insert the following:]
As per Section 71(1) (d) of the Tlicho Community Government Act, I hereby certify that this bylaw has been made in accordance with the requirements of Tlicho Community Government Act, and the bylaws of the [insert name of municipal corporation]. 

[insert name of municipal corporation]
BYLAW NUMBER __
 Schedule “A” 

Level of Service

The Fire Department shall deliver Fire Protection in accordance with the Department of Municipal and Community Affairs (MACA) Community Fire Protection Matrix at the following level of service: [insert appropriate service level]  

Level 1 – Prevention Based
Level 2 – Defensive

Level 3 – Offensive

Level 4 – National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1001
[insert under approved service level details pertaining to training, Equipment, Apparatus and infrastructure applicable to the Fire Department]
[insert name of municipal corporation]
BYLAW NUMBER __
 Schedule “B” 

Specified Penalties

	
	
	

	OFFENCE
	SECTION
	FINE

	Falsely representation as a Fire Department Member
	24
	$

	Person(s) responsible for False Alarm
	25
	$

	Unauthorized Entry into Fire Department Buildings
	26
	$

	Unauthorized trespass of boundaries established at an Incident
	27
	$

	Unauthorized use or damage of Fire Equipment
	28
	$

	Damage and obstruct operation of Fire Department Apparatus and Equipment
	29
	$

	Drive over Fire Equipment without permission
	30
	$

	Hinder a Member of the Fire Department while responding to an Incident
	31
	$



Page: XXX of 2
Initials:  [      ]    [      ]

Page: XXX of 3
Initials:  [      ]    [      ]

