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Template Firearms Bylaw Instructions 

 

Section 2 – Interpretation  

 

Definition of “Firearm” 

 

“Firearm” is defined in the Template as the definition in the Criminal Code of Canada, R.S.C. 

1985, c C-46 which reads in section 2:   

 

firearm means a barrelled weapon from which any shot, bullet or other projectile can be 

discharged and that is capable of causing serious bodily injury or death to a person, and 

includes any frame or receiver of such a barrelled weapon and anything that can be 

adapted for use as a firearm 

 

As such, if a municipality wishes to include other weapons those weapons need to be specifically 

identified in the Bylaw definitions. As an alternative, we have included a second definition of 

Firearm that may be used.  

 

The Template provides optional language of including archery bows as a Firearm. If a 

municipality chooses this optional language, section 4.2(b) should be updated accordingly. 

 

Section 4 – Use of Firearm 

 

Areas within which the Bylaw does not apply 

 

Municipalities may want to delineate specific areas within the municipality where the 

municipality will not enforce its Firearms Bylaw. The Template provides for this in section 

4.2(c) and in Schedule “A”. The municipality should insert a map into Schedule “A” that clearly 

shows the boundary of the area(s) where the municipality will not enforce its Firearms Bylaw.  

 

If municipalities do not want to delineate areas where the Firearms Bylaw does not apply, the 

municipality should: 

 

- delete section 4.2(c) and Schedule “A” in the Template; 

- update line 4 of section 6.4 in the Template to read Schedule “A”; and 

- rename Schedule “B” of the Template (the fine amount schedule) to Schedule “A”  

 

Transporting loaded firearms 

 

Municipalities may want to delete sections 4.3 and 4.4 in their entirety if they only want to focus 

on the discharge of firearms. If a municipality deletes section 4.3 and 4.4, they will need to 

delete the relevant prescribed tickets in Schedule “B” of the Template.  

 



 

{B5565511.DOCX;1} 

Schedule B – Ticket amount 

 

Schedule “B” of the Template provides municipalities with the opportunity to insert their own 

ticket amounts for the various offences in the Template. Municipalities will want to limit any 

ticket amounts to less than $500. 

 

 


